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By JOEL THURTELL . they arrested the pair, depu- remarked, “That's your plﬂlclnluﬂlﬂldmm cannol. be
Amm--umu ::-r-mul'm ties reported 1o the press that the men il
easy one. Police are exposed (o hazards, And while Bandy and Visel were weremmun.m‘y’ shol & mwm 's deputies are mmmlmnlmummuu
w—uum-unuum& charged immediately, four days weni by ~Eun near Visel's head. Visel fired & 2pplying a double standard, acting tough  destroy a valuable police c is alsp
never entounter. does that mean, before the police rifle into Bandy's trailer, the repor said. ~ With citizens while mimmizing  bunk — any career that must be saved by
* given similar situations, that an officer  with possession of & while under  On the basis of a the offense of another a cover-up is not worth the savifg,
‘who breaks the law should be treated Lhe influence of knloXiCRNLS ‘misde- the man I am worried, Loo, because had not Besides, nobody 1s it careers
With more deference Lhan an ordinary  meanor with & maximum jail term of 90 % b “ﬂmnmmmrmmmrs _be wrecked, only thal each man and
citizen? R days or a §100 fine, or both. WHILE THE ABSENCE of a radio dispatcher l!llﬂlllf Im-  woman be Lreated equally before the law.
In Cass County, Mich., the issue was when Bandy and Visel were release makes reconstructing the he alleged Eoos, 1L moerme very ke Nmnmy- nulequnuwunnn-mmlmmmy
recently dramatized when sherillsdepu-  arraigned, the charge had been reduced other tha 1n the two police  and there is plenty of reason lo worry
Ues Investigated but chose notl.imme-  to the same firearms misdemeanor Im-  after lea the Keeler Bar, Immoos, Iunhlnwmneemed about the pri p!ﬂl!!ﬂlm!nlpnuo&
diately Lo arresta man witnessessaid had  moos [aced because proseculors decided  headed on M152, fired a revalver duuwllv!lwwklmp:velmwunl men mgell.mg from their own ki
fired a revolver several Limes from a  there wasn'l enough evidence o prove {rom the window of a car. the incident. 'mmmmnmmmnmmbem
moving car. Ten days Later, answering 8 gither of the two men was guilly of  But Immoos was nol arrested when And Lam even more worried because 1 cerned when the special Lrealment ex-
similar gunshot complaint, deputies ar-  assaull. deputies later found him, be-  know this is not the first, bul the second,  lends info the judicial process.
'ﬁmmdﬂmmmm- Since the alleged crimes were Toughly  caise officers had only the sayso of  Tecent instance of an atlempled police  On Dec. 10, Cass Prosecutor William
major felony, and put in jail equivalent, why didn't deputies arresl Witnesses to the shooting—nol enough Lo COVET-up in Cass County, Grimmer announced that Captain Im-
The suspect who remained free OcL 31 Immoos and lock him Juﬂuﬂwym Justify an arrest, one sheriff's When an tip brought me lo  moos, who so far has not stepped into a
was Ronald Immoos, & captain in the mm&wvﬁ ;:v;dmmrunm hlf:l'rl:ﬂ &Prlmer Ci:s;;nunly courtroom, has been offered
Berrien County Sheriff’s Department. explained that rela- Yet witness statements were all depu- 3 ‘Cassopol ce and has accepled a “deferred prosecu-
The men arrested in the Nov. Bincident "".,E.‘:'m 4 (s de-  Lies needed to find jail cells for Bandy and  Frank Williams trying to hlunl my el'lm uon” i
were not policeren, only residents of a are “very delicale.” and sher-  Visel. lﬂsﬁllbeswryul' South That means that while Bandy awails
rural Cass County railer park. don't like 1o think their counterparts  On the Monday morning afler his ity nlnndur into trial and Visel wails 1o be sentenced,
In the Berrien 's case, Lhe are cracking on them, -Ilepﬂnlrgur.unmmu.llllwhlrged. ““ . Immoos has been promised that, if he
following Monday the Cass sheril! issued But that view hardly explains why the was reportedly at work in the Berrien IEF EDthat thedriver, ulfills certain ilied  conditions
no press release describing the alleged  Cass Sherifs Depariment moved so o«wuy ‘sheri(f's office, and it ook until Lp‘_ Patrick Galloway, was a I3year during the coming year, he will nol be
Baturday shooting, and we learned of it slowly in Immoos's case — after all, the on Tuesday, Nov. 3 — three days  police veteran, that his job might be in  proseculed.
only because a reporter happened 1o lune  investigation involved .,,.]_,. one off-duty after the incident — for a warrant 0 jeopardy, and um the ‘story certainly Immoos qualified for this easy Lreal
It in on a police scanner. .,mm; not the entire Berrien depari- ar bearing the police 'sname.  should not be set in print. ment because of his ) employment
When asked 1o on the case Lwo ly on Wednesday, Nov. 4 — four davs  An nm rm[ Williams demanded 1o history and lack of a eniminal record
days later, Cass County Sherill James Amunr deputy ollmd a second rea- after nl — did 0w informed me of the While Robert Visel said he had another
Northrop refused. mmoas: "Policemen Cass sherill tersely announce mmm Although just a few hours afler  misdemeanor charge pending, Bandy s
e m far puur than  arrest of Immoos. the accident Williams said he believed ~ Fecord was clean, and either man might
IN THE CASES OF Steven Bandy and sometimes they crack. If  Whenhe earlier refused locomment on  Galloway had “had a couple drinks” Wonder if, had his “past employment
however, a press release  they gel into Lrouble when Lhat the case, Sheriff Northrop said, “We work  immediately following the crash he d¢id.  history” consisted of police work, he
only hours afler the early should them  wilh those boys {Berrien County sherills  not order a blood test 1o delermine how  Might nol have had Lo spend a night in the
morning event. The sherifl's sal  from publicily and, il necessary, from (he  deputies) every day, and we can'l jusl  much alcohol the policeman had con-  county jail believing he faced a possible
Bandy and Visel were awaiting arraign-  law.", something like this on them.” ﬂmrd_ 10-year prison lerm.
ment in Lhe Cass County jail on chargesol But who was there to shield Bandy and 1o my comment thal i Any argument that arresting a police ==u
assaull with intent 1o do great bodily  Visel from the embarrassment of publici-  Immoos had not been a policeman he  officer might endanger inter-deparimen- Mr. Thurtell stoffs The Tribune's Coss
\ham less than murder. a felonv which.  ty? Certainly not the police. Jusi a few  would likely have been arresied on the harmony completely ignores the  County Bureau.
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